The Playwright
Intimate Apparel
by Lynn Nottage
Virtual Performance:
Monday, October 12
@ 7:30pm
Roundtable Discussion:
Wednesday, October 14
@ 7:30pm

Sweat
by Lynn Nottage
Virtual Performance:
Monday, October 19
@ 7:30pm
Roundtable Discussion:
Wednesday, October 21
@ 7:30pm

Crumbs from the Table of Joy
by Lynn Nottage
Virtual Performance:
Monday, October 26
@ 7:30pm
Roundtable Discussion:
Wednesday, October 28
@ 7:30pm

Lynn Nottage is a celebrated
playwright, screenwriter, and
producer, and author of two
Pulitzer Prize-winning plays,
Ruined (2009), and Sweat (2017).
Nottage is passionate about
giving voice to those who are
invisible, and her characters
represent survival amidst the
challenges of economic or
Lynn Nottage
emotional hardships. Born in
Brooklyn in 1964, Nottage wrote her first full-length play,
The Darker Side of Verona, while attending LaGuardia High
School of Music & the Arts. She graduated with degrees from
Brown University and Yale University School of Drama, and
subsequently worked for four years in the press office of
Amnesty International. Her first professional play, Poof!, was
produced at Actors Theatre of Louisville in 1993.
In addition to Ruined and Sweat, Nottage has earned a
multitude of awards for plays that include Crumbs from
the Table of Joy (1995), Intimate Apparel (2003), By The Way,
Meet Vera Stark (2011), and Floyd’s (2019), a sequel to Sweat.
She’s written the librettos for The Secret Life of Bees (2019)
with singer/songwriter Duncan Sheik, an opera adaptation
of rmbs
Intimateom
Apparel (2020 – postponed), with composer
of oy and the upcoming musical MJ (2020 –
the able
Ricky
Ian Gordon,
postponed), a biographical show about pop star Michael
Jackson. She and her husband, Tony Gerber, founded
Market Road Films and produce feature films, podcasts, and
documentary films for the National Geographic Channel.
She most recently wrote and produced She’s Gotta Have It
for Netflix. Nottage has been inducted into the American
Academy of Arts and Letters and is an associate professor in
Columbia University’s School of the Arts. Nottage and Gerber
have two children, Ruby and Melkamu.
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To receive a link to watch and participate in the
Contemporary Voices series, please visit our website
https://www.palmbeachdramaworks.org/tickets
or call 561-514-4042, ext. 2

The Story
Esther is a seamstress dreaming of opening her own ladies
salon. She specializes in creating beautiful undergarments,
and her clients, including Mrs. Van Buren and Mayme,
are impressed with her extraordinary artistry and detail.
She purchases her luxurious fabrics from Mr. Marks, who
recognizes her sensual appreciation of his finest materials.
Esther works in her room at Mrs. Dickson’s boarding
house, and the older woman is intent on finding her a
husband. After receiving an unsolicited letter from George
Armstrong, a Caribbean laborer digging the Panama Canal,
Esther begins a correspondence that turns to affection.
George moves to New York City, and they marry. The
relationship unravels as Esther and George have divergent
views on opportunity and accomplishment.

The Big Ideas in Intimate Apparel
The major themes in Intimate Apparel include gender roles,
inequity and expectations; ethnicity and class; economic
boundaries; choice and compromise; immigration and the
American Dream.

Play Notes
• Nottage wrote this play to honor the legacy of her greatgrandmother, Ethel Armstrong, a turn-of-the-century New
York City seamstress from Barbados, whom she previously
knew very little
• All of the characters are invisible or marginalized: women;
Black; Jewish; immigrants
Setting: New York City

Enhanced Learning

Time: 1905

The African-American Immigration Experience
The Library of Congress: America at the Turn of the Century
The Library of Congress: Films of New York City: 1898 - 1906

The Characters:
Esther – An African-American seamstress. 30s. Esther
creates bespoke undergarments
Mrs. Dickson – A mature, African-American widow
who owns a New York City boarding house.
Mrs. Van Buren – A wealthy Caucasian woman and
Esther’s client. 30s
Mr. Marks – A strictly observant Orthodox Jewish
fabric vendor. 30s
Mayme – A sex worker and Esther’s client. 30s
George – A Caribbean laborer who moves to New York
City after wooing Esther with letters. 30s

To receive a link to watch and participate in the
Contemporary Voices series, please visit our website
https://www.palmbeachdramaworks.org/tickets
or call 561-514-4042, ext. 2

Setting: A tavern in Reading, Pennsylvania
Time: 2000 and 2008
The Characters:
(Note: all characters were born in Berks County, Pennsylvania)
Tracey – An African-American laborer in a steel
manufacturing factory. 45 and 53 years old
Cynthia – A Caucasian of German descent and a laborer
in a steel manufacturing factory. 45 and 53 years old
Jessie – An Italian-American laborer in a steel
manufacturing factory.40s
Jason – A Caucasian laborer of German descent.
Cynthia’s son. 21 and 29 years old
Chris – An African-American laborer who dreams of
becoming a teacher. Tracey’s son. 21 and 29 years old
Stan – A Caucasian bartender and former laborer. 50s
Oscar – A Columbian-American barback working for
Stan. 22 and 30 years old
Brucie – An African-American former laborer and
Tracey’s ex-husband. 40s
Evan – An African-American parole officer. 40s

The Story
In 2008, Jason and Chris meet separately with their parole
officer, Evan. In 2000, best friends and co-workers, Tracey,
Cynthia, and Jessie patronize a neighborhood tavern to
release the stresses of working on the line at Olstead’s Steel
Tubing factory. Tracey’s unemployed ex-husband, Brucie,
appears and asks Tracey for money. Cynthia and Jesse attempt
to shield Tracey, but she relents and gives him money. Both
Tracey and Cynthia apply for a management job at the factory,
and when Cynthia gets the job, tensions between them and
their sons escalate, and a rift is irrevocably opened. As rumors
of the factory moving to Mexico permeate the community,
a lockout by management divides the laborers and
management. Oscar, Stan’s barback, answers an ad to work at
the factory during the lockout, fanning flames of anger and
racism. When Stan tries to stop a fight between Jason, Chris,
and Oscar he is seriously injured and Jason and Chris are
incarcerated. The factory is closed and moved to Mexico.

The Big Ideas in Sweat
The major themes include labor vs. management or “us”
vs. “them;” socio-economic status and the effects of status
change on relationships; hope and aspiration; ethnicity,
nativism and xenophobia; stasis vs. change; working labor
vs. deindustrialization; the past colliding with the present.

Play Notes
• Nottage researched this play by spending years
interviewing laborers in Reading, PA
• Reading was once one of the most prosperous American
cities. In 2011, 41% of the city lived below the poverty line.

Enhanced Learning
Lynn Nottage on the Origins of Sweat
Reading: America’s Poorest City

To receive a link to watch and participate in the
Contemporary Voices series, please visit our website
https://www.palmbeachdramaworks.org/tickets
or call 561-514-4042, ext. 2

The Story

Crmbs om
the Table of Joy

In 1950, racial and political tensions are reverberating
throughout the United States. In a memory, Ernestine reflects on
her experience of moving at 17 with her father and sister from
Pensacola, FL to a cramped, threadbare apartment in Brooklyn,
NY. Her father, Godfrey, reeling from the recent death of his
wife, turns to a celebrity evangelist, Father Divine, for comfort.
Godfrey’s sister-in-law, Lily, moves into the apartment, expressing
communist and revolutionary views, directly contradicting
Godfrey’s opinions. Caught amidst the philosophical struggle,
Ernestine and Ermina are challenged to think for themselves.
Godfrey surprises everyone when he unexpectedly brings
home a new bride, Gerte, a German immigrant. Tensions are
aggravated as everyone adjusts to a new reality.

The Big Ideas in Crumbs from the Table of Joy
The major themes include bridging cultural divisions; loss
and grieving; secularism vs. religion; interracial marriage
during anti-miscegenation laws; displacement and the
psychological effects of change.

Play Notes
• Between 1940 and 1950, 211,153 southerners settled in
New York City
• The play’s title comes from a Langston Hughes poem, “Luck:”
Sometimes a crumb falls
From the table of joy,
Sometimes a bone
Is flung.
Setting: Brooklyn and around New York City
Time: 1950
The Characters:
Ernestine Crump – African-American; 17
Ermina Crump – African-American; Ernestine’s sister; 15
Godfrey Crump – African-American; Ernestine and
Ermina’s father; 35
Lily Ann Green – African-American; Godfrey’s
sister-in-law; 35
Gerte Schulte – Caucasian; recently arrived from
Germany; 30

To some people
Love is given,
To others
Only heaven

Enhanced Learning
African-Americans in New York:
New York Public Library: Black New York 1916 - 1939
New York Public Library: Black New York 1940 - 1959
The unseen character: Father Divine
Video: Father Divine: A Case Study in Charisma
PBS: Father Divine’s Peace Mission: Hope for the Impoverished

